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Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations 
 
Below is a list of terms and abbreviations used throughout this document: 
 

Term Description Abbreviation 
Softball Ulster Regional Council for the sport of softball in 

the province of Ulster  
SU 

Softball Ireland National Governing Body for the sport of 
softball on the island of Ireland 

SI 

Club Single and multi-team playing organisations  - 
Team Any team registered in any Softball Ulster 

league or competition 
 

League Any softball league played in the Ulster 
region and overseeing by Softball Ulster 

- 

Tournament All official Softball Ulster one- or two-day 
competitions 

- 

Game Any game of softball played in any Softball 
Ulster league, championship or tournament. 

- 

Player Any registered member of Softball Ulster or 
Softball Ireland who participates in all or part 
of a league, championship or tournament. 

- 

Member Any registered member of Softball Ulster or 
Softball Ireland. 

- 

Umpire Any person officiating a game under the 
regulation of Softball Ulster or Softball 
Ireland 

Ump 

Regions Refers to the regional associations on the 
island of Ireland (SL / SU / GS) 

- 

Under 18 Any player under the age of 18 years U18 
General Data Protection 
Regulations 

Data protection laws within Ireland and the 
EU 

GDPR 

Data Protection Act (2018) Data protection laws within the UK DPA 
Obstruction Any permanent object or feature of a field 

inside the playing area which would stop or 
slow down a ball or a player such that its 
existence would normally require a ground 
rule. This includes goalposts, trees, fences 
etc. 

- 
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Introduction 
 
It is the responsibility of SU to ensure that all softball games are played in fields that are: 

• safe, both for SU members and for members of the public, and 
• in keeping with WBSC and SU field rules, ensuring an fairness for all teams 

 
With this in mind, this policy lays out two sets of guidelines – one for safety and one for 
fairness.  These guidelines should be applied as set out below. 
 
The guidelines directly relate to and supplement the World Baseball Softball Confederation 
(WBSC) 2018 – 2021 Official Rules of Softball (Slow Pitch) Rule 2.3 ‘The Playing Field’. 
 
 
SU League Games 
 
Both the guidelines for safety and fairness should be applied to any field on which an SU team 
proposes to play SU league games.  These guidelines should be applied by a representative of 
SU.  If a field passes both sets of guidelines, it need to not seek reapproval in that season or 
any subsequent season unless significant changes are made to the field such that there is 
doubt over that field’s safety or suitability. 
 
 
SU Tournaments 
 
The requirement for multiple diamonds in a limited space during SU tournaments can render 
the fairness guidelines almost impossible to meet.  For the sake of being able to host 
tournaments with high numbers of teams participating, a proposed tournament location 
need only pass the safety guidelines. 
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Ensuring Field Safety 
 
Batted softballs can travel at high speed and represent a high safety risk to both property and, 
more significantly, members of the public.  This risk is increased further when members of 
the public are unaware of the ball travelling at them, be that because they are not watching 
or because their view of the game is obstructed. 
 
In the interests of reducing the risk to public health or property to a minimum level, this 
document defines an Expected Hitting Zone i.e., the area that hard hit balls are expected to 
traverse fairly frequently.  This zone constitutes the entire playing field in addition to areas 
that might commonly be hit to when a batter hits a home run or a foul ball. 
 
Even within the Expected Hitting Zone, people or property may yet be shielded from danger 
by natural or man-made barriers, and this is reflected in the safety guidelines, which refer to 
the phrase “adequately shielded”.  For the avoidance of doubt, in the criteria below, the 
phrase “adequately shielded” is defined as an area being screened by sufficiently strong net, 
fence, dense tree line or other barrier such that a hard-hit ball could not penetrate it while 
still moving at dangerous speed. 
 
 
Expected Hitting Zone 
 
The Expected Hitting Zone extends 310 feet from home plate and to a distance of 
approximately 45 feet at either side of where right and left field foul poles would be located.  
This effectively constitutes the union of the WBSC-defined playing field and the sector of a 
circle 310 feet in radius from home plate and covering 109°, the half-way point of which is in 
line with second base.  This is illustrated below: 
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Safety Criteria for a Venue to meet 
 
Every field upon which any SU league match is to be played must not have any of the following 
within the Expected Hitting Zone, unless adequately shielded: 

• Any paved public path that cannot be closed or access otherwise restricted during 
games 

• Any vehicular public road 
• Any residential property 

 
Additionally, no field should have contained within its playing area a permanent obstruction 
whose existence renders the field fundamentally unsafe for players to play around, for 
example a sharp and sudden drop.  If there is doubt whether an obstruction is fundamentally 
unsafe, the SU council will make a decision. 
 
 
  



Softball Ulster Field Suitability Policy v1.0 (2021) 
 

Page 8 of 8 

Ensuring Field Fairness 
 
Ideally, any field used for SU League games should meet all minimum requirements set out 
for fields per the WBSC rules. However, in practice, this may not always be feasible given the 
limited fields available in Ulster with these dimensions and availability.  
 
To ensure that the fields used are suitable for softball, any field should be assessed using the 
below point system. A score of 4 points or above suggests the field is unsuitable for league 
play. 
 

Infringement Points 

Right or center-right field is shorter than 275 ft 1 

Right field is shorter than 230 ft 4 

Left or center-left field is shorter than 275 ft 1 

Left field is shorter than 230 ft 4 

Foul territory adjacent to the left field line is less than 25 ft wide 1 

Foul territory adjacent to the left field line is less than 10 ft wide 1 

Foul territory adjacent to the right field line is less than 25 ft wide 1 

Foul territory adjacent to the left field line is less than 25 ft wide 1 

Any permanent obstruction exists in the playing area 1 point per obstruction 

  
 


