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April 8, 2021 
 
Mr. Andrew Craven 
Chairman 
Softball Ulster 
 
Re: Approval for Softball in Northern Ireland to Return to Play 
 
Dear Andrew, 
 
Further to the confirmation of the Northern Ireland Executive that sports clubs in Northern Ireland may 
return to training in groups of up to 15 from April 12, 2021. I am writing to confirm that having considered 
the recommendation of the Medical Committee, the Softball Ireland Board, in its capacity as the 
recognised National Governing Body for the sport of Softball on the Island of Ireland, have confirmed that 
softball may return in Northern Ireland subject to the following conditions: 
 

(I) The Northern Ireland Executive continue to permit sports teams to partake in training sessions; 
and 

(II) All teams in Northern Ireland continue to train in accordance with Government advice and 
restrictions; and 

(III) All training sessions are held in accordance with the updated Softball Ireland Return to Play 
Protocol1 set out on the Softball Ireland website; and 

(IV) Only players who ordinarily reside in Northern Ireland are permitted to attend and train with 
registered Softball Ulster clubs. 

 
To further assist Softball Ulster clubs return to play, a COVID-19 Risk Assessment Guidance2 and a 
downloadable COVID-19 Risk Assessment Template3 have been prepared by the Softball Ireland 
Medical Committee and are available on the Softball Ireland website. 
 
To assist the Medical Committee with its constant review of Protocols and Guidelines, we would be 
appreciative of feedback on these from Softball Ulster clubs to allow us to improve and support the return 
to softball further.  
 
I can confirm, that subject to Government restrictions remaining unchanged, the Softball Ireland 
insurance policy will be re-activated with effect from April 12, 2021 for Northern Ireland clubs only.  
 
On behalf of the Board, I wish the Softball Ulster Committee and clubs the best of luck in the coming 
weeks. It is great to see some light at the end of the tunnel as we try to get our sport up and running once 
more. 
 
Yours in Softball, 
 

Colum Lavery 
 
Colum Lavery 
President 
 
cc: Steve Trundle, Softball Ireland General Secretary 
 Softball Ireland Medical Committee 

 
1 http://www.softball.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/si-rtpp-v3.pdf  
2 http://www.softball.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/si-risk-assessment-guidance-v1.0.pdf  
3 http://www.softball.ie/covid-19-hub/  
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